




 

Transposing a Horn part into Alto Saxophone 

by Dan Whisler, AYSP Music Director 

 

General tips in transposing from an F instrument to Eb Alto Saxophone: 

• Read up a major 2nd/whole step (key signature also changes accordingly) 
 

Original Horn in F part Reading on Eb Alto Saxophone 

Horn in F part (treble clef) 
 

 
 
(note that in this example, the G major key signature 
becomes A major – equivalent of adding two 
sharps/removing two flats) 
 

 
Read up a major 2nd/whole step for all pitches 
(note the key signature) 

 

Special Note: Orchestral horn parts can occur in a variety of transpositions other than F (Horn in G; Horn in C, etc.). 

Here’s the conversion interval for various keys: 

Bb (basso) = down perfect fourth 

B = down major 3rd 

C = down minor 3rd 

Db = down major 2nd 

D = down minor 2nd 

Eb = as written 

E = up minor 2nd 

F = up major 2nd 

F# = up minor 3rd 

G = up major 3rd 

A (alto) = up tritone 

Bb (alto) = up perfect 5th 

Another note: Sometimes parts will be too low for alto sax ranges. Feel free and adjust octave up accordingly (or play on 

bari sax if accessible).


